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Introduction

The comparison is strictly between the electronically printed versions (Portable Document Format; PDF) of the standards, as distributed by the American DISA (Defense Information Systems Agency) Warrior Symbology Home Page (http://www-symbology.itsi.disa.mil/symbol/index.htm).  The distinction is pertinent since these versions differ from the CGM sets also distributed by DISA —there are mistakes in both cases.

Category Notation

A key change occurred between APP‑6 / FM‑101‑5‑1 / MCRP 5‑2A and APP‑6A / Mil‑Std‑2525A.  Whereas the former used the convention of zero/one/two cross-strokes for light/medium/heavy units or equipment (likewise for short/medium/long range), the latter use one/two/three cross-strokes for light/medium/heavy (or short/medium/long), reserving the cross-stroke-less symbol for the generic/unspecified entity.  Although this change is glaringly apparent when one consults the equipment icon sets, it was "snuck in" without publicity —with the result that a large number of soldiers and officers are still unaware of it, in my experience.  Figure 1, below, gives an example of the difference.  To complicate matters, the change was incompletely implemented in Mil‑Std‑2525A: although most of the PDF implements it, there is a critical omission (the one unit symbol that is categorised) and the CGM set distributed by DISA is mostly incorrect, using APP‑6 category notation in nearly every case.

APP‑6 / FM‑101‑5‑1 / MCRP 5‑2A
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APP‑6A / Mil‑Std‑2525A / Mil‑Std‑2525B
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1.X.3.2.1.11
 
Air Defence Gun
1.X.3.2.1.11.1
Light
Air Defence Gun
1.X.3.2.1.11.2
Medium
Air Defence Gun
1.X.3.2.1.11.3
Heavy
Air Defence Gun

Figure 1: Example of category notation used throughout APP‑6 / FM‑101‑5‑1 / MCRP 5‑2A (above) and APP‑6A / Mil‑Std‑2525A / Mil‑Std‑2525B (below).

Main Text

Page 15: Small wording change, last sentence of paragraph 4.3.1.

Pages 22-24: In the headers of the columns of Table III, the capitalised "I"s appearing in the vertical text were fixed.

Pages 27-28: Tables IV and V were erroneously split and incorrectly titled.  Table IV is now "Table IV: Size/mobility" and Table V is now "Table IV: Size/mobility (cont'd)".

Page 29: Small wording change in the first sentence of paragraph 5.5.1.6.

Pages 30-31: Table VI is now Table V.

Appendix A

The symbol hierarchy figures underwent minor revisions reflecting the wording changes and a few actual corrections which are detailed below (Appendix D+).

Appendix B

The symbol ID code tables underwent minor revisions reflecting the wording changes and few actual corrections which are detailed below (Appendix D+).

Appendix C

Pages 30-31: Table VI is now Table V.

Appendix D

Generic changes.  Besides spelling corrections (e.g. Symbol 1.X.3.3.5.1 (Ground Track - Installation - Military Material Facility - Atomic Energy Reactor) and its siblings saw "material" replaced by "materiel"), most changes were minor wording changes where abbreviations were added or spelled out.  Another generic change is the replacement of "Helicopter" by "Rotary Wing".  This applies to Appendices E and F as well.

Icon changes, additions and deletions (but not simple image corrections) are summarised in Table I below.

Symbol 1.X (Warfighting Symbols) was inserted.

Symbol 1.X.2.3 became "Air Track - Civil Aircraft" instead of "Air Track - Civil".

Symbol 1.X.3.1.1.3.7 (and its descendants) became "Ground Track - Unit - Combat - Anti-Armor - Armored" instead of "Ground Track - Unit - Combat - Anti-Armor - Mechanized".

Note that 1.X.3.1.3.1.12 remained mislabelled as "Moral, Welfare, Recreation" instead of "Morale, Welfare, Recreation" (as corrected in 2525B).

Symbol 1.X.3.1.3.2.4 (Ground Track - Unit - Combat Service Support - Medical - Veterinary) had its Neutral icon corrected.

Symbol 1.X.3.1.3.6 (Ground Track - Unit - Combat Service Support - Electronic Warfare) and its children were deleted.  Note that the children (1.X.3.1.3.6.1 and 1.X.3.1.3.6.2) were incorrectly identified as 1.X.3.1.6.1 and 1.X.3.1.6.2, respectively.

The children of symbol 1.X.3.2.1.1.1 (Ground Track - Equipment - Weapons - Missile Launchers - Air Defense (AD) Missile Launch) were resequenced:
Symbol
2525A
2525A Ch1
1.X.3.2.1.1.1.1
Theatre
Short Range AD
1.X.3.2.1.1.1.2
Long Range AD
Intermediate Range AD
1.X.3.2.1.1.1.3
Intermediate Range AD
Long Range AD
1.X.3.2.1.1.1.4
Short Range AD
Theatre
The children of symbol 1.X.3.2.1.1.2 (Ground Track - Equipment - Weapons - Missile Launchers - Surf-Surf (SS)) were resequenced and the icons corrected:
Symbol
2525A
2525A Ch1
1.X.3.2.1.1.2.1
Long Range SS
Short Range SS
1.X.3.2.1.1.2.2
Intermediate Range SS
Intermediate Range SS
1.X.3.2.1.1.2.3
Short Range SS
Long Range SS
The children of symbol 1.X.3.2.1.1.3 (Ground Track - Equipment - Weapons - Missile Launchers - Antitank (AT)) had their icons corrected.

The children of symbol 1.X.3.2.1.2 (Ground Track - Equipment - Weapons - Single Rocket Launcher) had their icons corrected.

The children of symbol 1.X.3.2.1.3 (Ground Track - Equipment - Weapons - Multiple Rocket Launcher) had their icons corrected.

The children of symbol 1.X.3.2.1.4 (Ground Track - Equipment - Weapons - Antitank Rocket Launcher) had their icons corrected.

The children of symbol 1.X.3.2.1.5 (Ground Track - Equipment - Weapons - Rifle/Automatic Weapon) had their icons corrected.

The children of symbol 1.X.3.2.1.6 (Ground Track - Equipment - Weapons - Grenade Launcher) had their icons corrected.

The children of symbol 1.X.3.2.1.7 (Ground Track - Equipment - Weapons - Mortar) had their icons corrected.

The children of symbol 1.X.3.2.1.8 (Ground Track - Equipment - Weapons - Howitzer) had their icons corrected.

The children of symbol 1.X.3.2.1.9 (Ground Track - Equipment - Weapons - Antitank Gun) were resequenced and the icons corrected:
Symbol
2525A
2525A Ch1
1.X.3.2.1.9.1
Recoiless†
Light
1.X.3.2.1.9.2
Light
Medium
1.X.3.2.1.9.3
Medium
Heavy
1.X.3.2.1.9.4
Heavy
Recoiless†
The children of symbol 1.X.3.2.1.10 (Ground Track - Equipment - Weapons - Direct Fire Gun) had their icons corrected.

Two of the children of symbol 1.X.3.2.1.11 (Ground Track - Equipment - Weapons - Air Defense Gun) were incorrectly labelled as "Direct Fire Gun".

The children of symbol 1.X.3.2.2.1.1 (Ground Track - Equipment - Ground Vehicle - Armored - Tank) had their icons corrected.

The Friend icon of symbol 1.X.3.2.4.2 (Ground Track - Equipment - Special - NBC Equipment) was corrected.

Symbol 1.X.6.1.3 (SOF Unit - Aviation - Rotary Wing - Special Operations Forces Unit (SOF)) was missing the last part of its name.

Appendix E

Symbol 2.X.3.3.11 (Electronic Warfare Intercept) had its icon corrected.

Appendix F

The entire Signals Intelligence Symbology (4.X) was added.

Table I - Icon Changes and Deletions

2525A
2525A1


n/a
1.X
Warfighting Symbol

1.X.3.1.3.6
n/a
CSS - Electronic Warfare

1.X.3.1.6.1
n/a
CSS - Electronic Warfare Theatre

1.X.3.1.6.2
n/a
CSS - Electronic Warfare Corps

1.X.3.2.1.1.1.1
1.X.3.2.1.1.1.4
AD Missile Launcher Theatre

1.X.3.2.1.1.1.2
1.X.3.2.1.1.1.3
AD Missile Launcher Long Range

1.X.3.2.1.1.1.3
1.X.3.2.1.1.1.2
AD Missile Launcher Intermediate Range

1.X.3.2.1.1.1.4
1.X.3.2.1.1.1.1
AD Missile Launcher Short Range

1.X.3.2.1.1.2.1
1.X.3.2.1.1.2.3
SS Missile Launcher Long Range

1.X.3.2.1.1.2.3
1.X.3.2.1.1.2.1
SS Missile Launcher Short Range

1.X.3.2.1.9.1
1.X.3.2.1.9.4
Antitank Gun Recoilless

1.X.3.2.1.9.2
1.X.3.2.1.9.1
Antitank Gun Light

1.X.3.2.1.9.3
1.X.3.2.1.9.2
Antitank Gun Medium

1.X.3.2.1.9.4
1.X.3.2.1.9.3
Antitank Gun Heavy







† Sic.  This typo was corrected in 2525B.
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